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LURUARY 13, Thursday, 8300 p.m.: A program on Owl Bislogy for February®s mesting.
don Winter. ER0- weunber and owl exnpert, wiil k@ the fszature of the February
Reus meeting. Comg, and learn about owl blology and swling techniques.
parhaps with a live m’&% even. Valuable information fvowm one who-vho-uho-knovs.
Feerings sxe held in Rme 221, Larwin Hall, Co0h campus.
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FEBRUCRY 13, Saturdey, 85:00 2.m.: BRG annual field trip to Thornion.
NRANS, geese, duecks, cranes, hawks and shersbivds are wort
Feet ab 8:00 a.me at the parking leot of the Hall of Ju
is locatad &t the corner where Ulighway 12 turns rzight
thyough town. Or, & later meeting place will be ap 2
at Kie Yists. OOR POOLERS, gather at the parking lob by tﬁ@ y%ﬁs Forsst ion
{Calistoge Kd. & Highway 12, ~anta Kosa) at 6: iﬁ asme Lo make the 5:00 a.m.
weeting at Falxfield, or at 0:00 a.me to make the 9130 regroupling by the river.
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variyie Sather, & longbime wmember of RROS, died recentlye. & memorial contribucion
of $1% wvas made in his name to RROs. Je m@maﬁ itke to express our greab apprecliation.

Fedrdrfe e Rt ddrh d ddvih R
Qliver Kelkmenn of Ukiah, RROS wember, reports watching & Blackechinnsed npavvow
in his yard. n lummature, or femsle, it was there for seversl days around the 24th
and 25th of Janusrv. (It was veported by him then. but might 5till bs the f®@}
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On January 1lth eight RRO-~ mewbhers enjoved an axaeptiﬁﬁaﬁiy fine day of birding at
hoedegas  warm, clear, ¢g8lm, ok tldes, and obliging birds. . ith perfect weathsy
corditions on the Head, we had plenty of opportunity to study tuo Rock .andpipers
among the ~urfbirds and Turnstoness foharpe-eyes’ Dolander picked sut both Anclent
ant larbled Murrelets for the rest of us to worry over. . Thayer?s Gull resting
midet several other species of gulls for convenlent comparison wes &1&@@? cutclassed

by the side-by-side performance of 8 hora and a Virginie Rail. ,After the group
hroks gﬁ thres menbers whe journeved up the const to valmen (resek Bridge wers
treated to simultenecus views of seven shistling rwans, a pair of Golden Baglas
foughelogged, Redetaliled, and Farsh Hawks, amd a2n Awmerican Kestrel.
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LA complete list of s : > 1 be included in the next Kite Tales.
I've run out of 5%@$e for this issue. LH)
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Tivkin rarsh was wentioned at an evenling RROS meeting, and it seemed
e ws rhat some of our readers might be interested in learning more about
£ heut

28 asked RAuth Hass, one of ouy members, toe wy
1towing contribution came from hers

Pitlkin lMarsh in Western ~onows vounty is a very speclal place, cer
one of the most unique areas in hHonome Jounty. Here, through the ages,
netural forces have prodused an lsolated plant community where a number of
rare plant speciss, some of them found enly at Pltkin, have menaged Lo sur-
vive the encroaschments of Vprogress'. ‘mong these is the beautiful Fitkin
Lity (Litium pickinense), which is found only at Fitkin Yarshe. nother very
rare plant 18 a yellou paintbrush (Castilisja uliginosal. 1Ihis is & single
plant, probabiy the snly one in the world. It produces flowers but doss net
develop seeds because it veceives no cross-pollination. /mong other localiged
and rere plants are a beaked rush (Rhynocospora californica) found only &1
Ft. Reyes and Pitkin, and Califoernia beliflewer (lempanula californica) found
sparingly from Marin Je. to hendocino Co. It is probabli thst certaln plants
which are ¥nown ko reach rhelr sourhernmost stations in conoma Lounty umay aow
eutend no farther south then Fitkin due to the dralnage of other marshes In
the area. Included among these are Ring®s gentian (Gentlana seepbrunm) . sundew
{Uresera Retundifolia), and tofieldia (Jofieldia glutinosa ssp. cocldentaiis}s

Sithough RRO- members John Agnold, Gordon Bolander, Lynn »tafford, Carmen
Patterson, end Ruth Hass did not find an unusual number of blrd species (43)
at Pitkin on a field trip there on vecs &, 1974, they agrased that & nhigher
count would doubtless be obtalned during nesting seasen. :uwong the birds obe
served were Redetailed and Red-shouldered hawks, Yelloweshaftred and Redeshafted

iickersy ~corn, Jouny, and Luttall .oodpeckers ¥ellowe-belilied apsuckers
hitesbreasted huthatch: Nrown Creeper) Calif. Thrasher; Golden-orowned and Rubys
crowred Jingletsy Pime sisking and the elusive little Long-billed Marsh srven,
for whom Pithkln barsh provides the ideal habitat.

Aithough seversl families own land traversed by Pitkin Marsh, it raceived
its name from the ploneer family who came to the area In 1856. Iwo of the
deseendants, iss Alpha Fltkin end Frs. ‘elda Pitkine-Jones, still own property
and reside adjscent te the marshe.

in the summer of 1953 Lr. Peter Rubtzoff compieted his Faster®s Lhesis
on Flekin Mevsh. Chis uvork is still considered the most authentic and complete
record of the flora of the marsh. {(oee ¥aswan Journal of Biology. ~ummer
2@333 Vals gg fiters 2:}

Understandably members of Mile Baker Chapter {(.anta Ross ayea) of Callfs
ornia hative Flant .oclety are very intepested in Fitkin Marsh and are hopé~
£ul that it can be preserved. Other conservationists have expressed a similay
opinion. uor. Kenneth otocking would like to see rhe marsh prassrved as a
wamorisl to the Plekin family.

Unforeunasdy, & number of factors make its preservation a complex
rablem. The structure of the marsh is eutvophlc, which means that it is fed
incipally by cubsoil watsr, a scuvrce which could be diminished or changed by
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mants Yprogress? in adjacent aveas. Cattle and horses are trampling and grazing
in the marsh. uven the footsteps of welle-meaning conservationists can take
thelr roll of the delicate marsh plants. . ilthough the present ouners appreciate

e wonders of Plekin, and are cooperative in extending permission to scientific
who wish ro vieit the msrsh, there can be no guarantes of future nrotechion
fr helrs.

.dditisnal informetion on Piltkin can be obtalned frem File laker Chapter

President, Nancy Haerrison (346-9493) or frowm Luth Hass {539.2103).
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Well, here ia & good way to find chem: Tim Tuniton will be teaching &

P course on SPRING WILDFLOWERS through {5C8¢ Centinuing Edusation Program. The
M course offsrs one unit, number is Blology 293, Classes will mpoet in room
LT 226 Dazwin Hall, C5CS campus at Rohnert Park on four Saturdays, from 9 te 4330,

o The dates are Mapch 1, April 5, April 26 and May 17. Please note thet & PRE.
(f ) PAYMENT %8 due by Febgzuary 7. The cost for one unit is 528,
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The tentative chock 1ist on the nexlt i¥we pag@& of the bizds recorded iﬁ
5 OEEE &@&ﬁ?? has bessn ﬁ@@gazmﬁ from all souress known to
de {Mike) Parmeter snd Gordon L. Belander zs a contyibuties

Your cowpente thereof would be eppreclarsd by the asuthors. Any edditienal
records should be eccompanied by clser and £ull suppurtive detaiis. Subelt
them E8g PBre Be D. Parmster

2500 Empyson 5.

Hapa, Cal. 94558

The species listed in this sectlion asre those whieh heve bean seen by one
ohserver enly and no specimen has beésn Taken.

i Short-tailed Shesrvatey i1 Biack Swift

2 Fork-tailed Petvel 12 Cazsin's Hingbivd

3 Cattle Egret 13 Eastern Pheasbs

& Americen Brang 14 Clerk®s Nutcracker
% Rosa® Goose 15 Bilue Grosbeal

6 Barpowts Goldensye 16 Indige Bunting

7 Goshewk 17 CGrasshepper Sparrow
8 Turkey 18 Harpis® Sparvow

9 stile Sandpiper 19 Lapland Longspur

L0 Apeete Tern 20 Snew Bunting

The species ilsted in this section are those for which theve has hean no
rocord during the past twenty=five years.

! Lesch?s Perrel

2 Blus Grouse

3 Yellow Reltl

4 Yellov-billed Cuskeoo
% Hewmmond®s Flyocetchey

An additional report for the Llist from Dr. Joho Azneld:

"Apparently this observation of the Cattle Egret (Bubulcus ibis) in
Sonowms County hes nover besn recorded in pring:
' in iste Movewbew, 1972, Mr. Victer Urispin of the Ayt Depte,
California Steis (ollege, Senomn, veported the prosenge of twe Cettie
Bgvets in 8 posture near his home in Penngrove., Sonoss County, Lalif.

On 30 Novembsr 1972 these twe birds were observed by L.« PBud® Gralapp,
Saron Molean. and John B. "Jack™ Arneld. The birds vere sasily approachad
and there was noe guestion of thelr ldentification.”
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