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The Red-tailed Hawk, a common predator of our valley
grassliands, may also be seen in wooded or mountainocus xegious
where there is sufficient open country nearby.

Tt
@

¥head-talls? feed on a wide wvariety of prey, utilizing whatever
food is availsble in their territory. ?h&&@ hawks are known to
take squirrels, gophers, wmoles, meadow mice, brush rabbits, hares,
guails, snakes, lizards, and &ﬁ%&w:ﬁ Some studies have found

that wherever ground squirrels occur, these are the favored prey:
sometimes to the exclusion of cther prey, especially during the
hawks'® reproductive period {Beebs, 1974},

When hunting, Red-tailed Bawks use a variety of tactics. The
mest familiar hunting method is soaring high above a meadow or
open field watching for movement below. They may also ook for
prey while perched on a fence post or high in a tree. UOnce prey
is spotted they may soar in the direction away: from their
intended prey only to turn back and take @ﬁv&vaage of an cbstruction
thaﬁzaffmxﬁa them the slement of surprise. In the actual capture
of ground squirrels and reptiles, the Red-tailed Hawk often uses &
confrontation tactic rarely used by other species. Instead of
attﬁmgﬁiag a direct surprise styiite foom the air, it maneuvers
to land in a position between the prev and itz burrow. Refugee
mrx%nt&ﬁ animals such as snakes a;& ground squirrels usually meke
no attempt to flee under these circumstances (Beebe, 1974}
Instead, these animals may rush the predator in an effort te reach
afety of their burrow only to meet with the fate of the
ng hawk. .

ﬁtem early nesters, we shou
, pvles. Red-tailed Hawks
%igp@agw a% &mﬁ&? as 5&&&&&@ ﬁz §ak%ﬁary

fonmale 5!
%ﬁ@ﬁ iminary
nmakes
ver in
aye
@h@,twg adults came t@ﬁamﬁar in th& xlx &mﬁlﬂﬁ m&ﬂ* . They
whirled around as if fighﬁiﬁg or grappling, resemb . blades
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 £&@§5§air5 of "Red-tails® mav have already be ding
. 5 - bal

; s by February. Look for a large stick n tall
( f?@qm@w& iy the tallest tree in a woodland ar female
2&35 2~4 gxayzﬁamwézh@ to white ecgs.  The eggs ofts ightly

covered with brown blotches. Incubation, which is s
degree by both the &ﬁl@ end female, lasts &ﬁ@&kfﬁ“
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